Discussion Guide Session 1

Conference Application Unit: With God anything is POSSIBLE!
Overview: Based on Possible: A Blueprint for Changing How We Change the World by Stephan Bauman, this three
session unit allows students to process their own personal calling and corporate response to the information, feelings, and
spiritual input they experience at the ACSI re:Act conference. Advisors will guide students through a process of personal
vision casting, community definition and asset mapping, and corporate action steps.
Concept focus: Awakening and accepting personal responsibility for the poor, vulnerable and broken.

Session One: What is POSSIBLE? Your personal vision for changing a broken world
Timeframe: 50 minutes
Objective: Explore a personal vision for justice in an unjust world through examining where each student’s life (passions,
wisdom, and connections) intersect with needs in the local and global community.
Advisor Preparation:
• Read the excerpt from Possible pages 97-105 to understand the meaning of “Beautiful Collision.”
• Reflect on your group dynamics to decide how you will break up for discussion. Student groups larger than 7-10
may consider breaking into smaller groups for step 2 in order to allow ample time for each student to articulate
their thoughts. Step 3 may continue in those same smaller groups or can be accomplished with the larger group
as a whole.
Materials: (Students need to bring Bibles, conference booklet, and a pen to this discussion session)
• Bible: Matt 19:21-26 & John 4:5-30
• “What is Possible?” page in student conference booklet
• Student Handout: Student Guide Session 1
Lesson Plan

1) Think about it: Read and observe from Scripture, then give a quiet moment to reflect and respond
to the discussion questions individually.
•

•

•

Read Matt. 19:21-26 out loud together. Here, a privileged young person has a beautiful collision with Jesus.
• Ask students to summarize what was happening here when the worldview of the rich young man collides
with the worldview of Jesus.
• Ask students to think about these two words: Beautiful Collision. These are the events that bang into us
as people and set change in motion. Bauman defines them as:
“When someone’s beliefs or worldview—her bedrock assumptions about life—are confronted by a person,
a deed, or an event that doesn’t reasonably fit within her assumptions, she has a choice. She can reject
the event or the person as false, evil, or impossible (like the rich, young man), or she can stop and
question her assumptions about life. This can often lead to significant change.”
Read John 4:5-30 out loud together. Here, a Samaritan woman has a beautiful collision with Jesus.
• Ask students to summarize what was happening here when the worldview of the Samaritan woman
collides with the worldview of Jesus.
• Ask students to contrast the difference in the responses of the Samaritan woman with the privileged
young person. Which response led to significant change?
• Point out to students that they will have many beautiful collisions throughout this conference, and they
also have a choice in how they respond.
Distribute the Student Guide Session 1 handout and instruct the students to spend some time silently reflecting
and responding to the discussion questions.
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2) Talk about it: Choose large group, small group or partners for discussion.
•
•
•
•

•

In your own words, what is a beautiful collision? (many examples found in Possible pgs 97-99)
Have you had a beautiful collision in your own life? (Mission trip? Life changing book, person or class? Waking
up to an issue you never knew existed and know is wrong?)
Did your beautiful collision affect your life? How?
Did your beautiful collision affect the life of those around you? How?
THE BIG IDEA: Calling has been referred to as the place where your life and needs of the world intersect.
Calling is a beautiful collision—where your life bangs into the needs of someone else. High school is a great time
to begin to explore where your life and the world intersect.

3) Now get to work: Have students find the “What is Possible?” page in their re:Act Conference
booklet.
•
•
•
•

Ask students to read the sidebar out loud for the group.
After each section (friends, passion, wisdom), have students respond out loud for the group with examples of
what these areas could encompass.
There should be a good deal of overlap between the three area designations—student suggestions should be
very flexible and individual.
Encourage students to add to their circle lists as they engage throughout the conference
o Discussions at meals
o Visit exhibit tables
o Listen to speakers
o Talk to leaders
o Make new friends
o Read books, articles, watch videos
o Listen to the Holy Spirit during worship
o Prayer and Bible reading

4) Pray about it: Read the Prayer of Blessing for a Beautiful Collision over the group or choose a student with a clear,
expressive reading voice to pray.
Notes about the prayer: This ancient Franciscan Prayer echoes the heart of what Jesus hoped for in the rich young
man in Matt. 19 after he experienced his beautiful collision.

A Prayer of Blessing for a Beautiful Collision
May God bless you with discomfort
At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships
So that you may live from deep within our hearts.
May God bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of God's creations
So that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
May God bless you with tears
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war,
So that you may reach out our hands to comfort them and
To turn their pain into joy.
And may God bless you with just enough foolishness
To believe that you can make a difference in the world,
So that we can do what others claim cannot be done:
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and all our neighbors who are poor.
Amen.
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